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Christiansburg Institute, Inc. awarded
signiﬁcant grant for preservation eﬀorts
Heather Bell
hbell@ourvalley.org
Christiansburg Institute, Inc.,
got a big boost toward its preservation eﬀorts recently with the
award of a $100,000 grant from
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
The successful grant proposal,
titled ‘The School Has Gone to
the People: Increasing Community Interaction with Christiansburg Institute Museum
& Archives’ (CIMA) has been
awarded as part of the Mellon
Foundation’s ‘Community-Based
Archives’ grant program.
Christiansburg Industrial Institute educated generations of
African-American families from

See Grant, page 2
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The Christiansburg Institute Museum and Archives (CIMA) will eventually
be housed in the Edgar A. Long Building once restoration efforts are
completed.

Library kicks off 2022 with
new reading challenge

RADFORD UNIVERSITY PHOTO

The governor’s proposed budget for the 2022-24 biennium includes funds for
possible renovations to instructional and study spaces in McConnell Library.

Governor’s budget proposal includes
funding for Radford University
RADFORD - Governor Ralph
Northam’s proposed budget for Virginia’s
2022-2024 biennium includes funding
for several projects requested by Radford
University.
“We are very grateful Governor
Northam’s proposed budget includes
priorities for Radford University that are
vital to our mission of providing quality
educational experiences, building toward
the future and helping some 9,000 students realize the possibilities available to
them,” said Carolyn Ringer Lepre, Ph.D.,
Radford’s interim president.
One stream of funding included in
the proposed budget would provide ad-

ditional money for ﬁnancial aid, which
university administrators said is much
needed in today’s ﬁnancial climate.
“The number of students eligible for
need-based ﬁnancial aid has grown tremendously,” said Chad A. Reed, vice
president for ﬁnance and administration
at Radford University. “We are thrilled to
see $12 million in the budget proposal
that would provide additional need based
ﬁnancial aid and increased operating support and therefore give students more opportunities to be successful Highlanders.”
Infrastructure needs for Radford Uni-

See Funding, page 6

RADFORD – In 2021,
the Radford Public Library
launched a Radford Reads
Reading Challenge for the
year, encouraging people to
expand their horizons and
read more.
To kick oﬀ the New Year,
the RPL is issuing a new
challenge for 2022, with 12
book genres for patrons to
check oﬀ their reading lists
throughout the year. This
year’s challenge includes
everything from reading a
book with a green cover to
reading a book with a number in the title, one suggested by a librarian, re-reading
a book you read as a child
and more.
Also, the library says “if
you have completed the
2021 Reading Challenge,
we have a prize for you.”
“Make sure to come to the
library to claim your free
book from the Itty Bitty
Book Sale, and a cool literary pin!”
To sign up for the 2022
Radford Reads Reading Challenge, log on to
the Beanstack app or on
the Beanstack web page,
which is available through
the Radford Public Library
website at www.radfordva.
gov/1187/Library.

Radford VFW presents
Eagle Scout award

RADFORD CHAMBER PHOTO

The East Main Street offices of New River Community Action won first place in
the Radford Chamber’s Holiday Display contest’s business category.

Radford Chamber Holiday Display
contest winners announced
RADFORD - Winners were recently
announced for the Radford Chamber
of Commerce’s Second Annual Holiday
Display Contest.
First place in the business category
went to New River Community Action,
while 501 Eighth St. took home the residential ﬁrst place nod.
The remaining winners are:
Residential: Second Place-100 Charmont Dr. and Third Place- 800 Wadsworth St.
Business: Second Place- Price-Williams Realty and Third Place- Bondu-

rant Realty.
“A special thanks to all of our entrants and the amazing holiday displays
that they provided to us,” said Radford
Chamber Executive Director Dan McKinney. “Also, a thanks to the people and
businesses that did not compete but still
provided us with amazing displays as
well. I heard more exclamations of ‘wow’
by my grandkids when we were driving
around looking at all the decorations,
which made it a special time.”
- Heather Bell

SUBMITTED PHOTO

VFW Post 776 Commander Gary Harris (right) presents an Eagle Scout award to
Michael Hijduk of Radford at the VFW’s Christmas dinner held Dec. 18 at the Radford
Fraternal Order of Police Building. Hijduk, who is a member of Boy Scout Troop 348
in Riner, is accompanied by his parents, David and Debbie Combs.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Now through Jan. 3:

Day.

Thursday, Jan. 6:

United Way Festival of Trees
Visit the Old Town Mall in Downtown Christiansburg to see the beautiful
trees in person.

Monday, Jan. 3:

River City Quilt Guild
The River City Quilt Guild meets the
second Thursday of each month at 9:30
a.m. in Grove United Methodist Church,
1020 Tyler Avenue, Radford. All skill
levels of quilters are welcome. For more
information, call Anna Handy at 540
320 7791.

Holiday Trees & Gingerbread Houses
on Display in Kent Square Lobby
Get in the spirit, take beautiful photos,
and enjoy the creativity of this display.

Now through Jan. 21:

Apply now for NRV Master Gardener
Program
The New River Valley Master Gardener Program is seeking applicants for
the 2022 Master Gardener Training
class. The classes will be held on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from Feb.
15 through May 5 on the Virginia Tech
Campus and at the Montgomery County Government Center. Topics covered
include basic botany, plant propagation, herbaceous plants, houseplants,
vegetables, fruits, pruning, landscape
design, ﬂoral design, lawn care, woody
plants, entomology, plant pathology, abiotic stresses, soils, and pesticide use and
safety. The cost for the course is $185.00
and participants do 50 hours of volunteer
service. Contact Wendy Silverman at the
Montgomery County Extension Oﬃce
at 540-382-5790 for more information.
Applications are due Jan. 21, 2022.

Now through Feb. 28:

MFRL Adult Winter Reading Program
Join the Montgomery Floyd Regional
Library’s Adult Winter Reading Program,
challenging patrons to read during January and February and keep track of their
reading on the library’s Beanstack site.
Earn badges with each book read and activity completed. https://mfrl.beanstack.
org/.

Saturday, Jan. 1:

Blacksburg Holiday Closings
The Blacksburg Community Center is
closed. The Blacksburg Aquatic Center is
open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. There is no
Blacksburg Transit service.

Holiday Library closures
The Radford Public Library and all
branches of the Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library are closed for New Year’s

Sock Snowmen
At the Christiansburg Library at 2
p.m. Make a sock snowman that does not
require any sewing. For all ages. Registration required.

Tuesday, Jan. 4:
Crafternoon: Tape Resist Painting
At the Meadowbrook Public Library
at 3 p.m. Participants will be creating designs on canvas board using painters tape
and paints. All supplies will be provided.
Registration is required. Contact spahl@
mfrl.org for more information.
Movie Matinee
At the Blacksburg Library at 1 p.m. A
Yeti is convinced that the elusive creatures
known as “humans” really do exist. This
is a movie matinee with crafts. Rated PG.

Wednesday, Jan. 5:
Computer Basics: Part 1
At the Meadowbrook Public Library at
10:30 a.m. This is a computer class for
beginners that will cover types and parts
of the computer and information about
hardware, software, and applications.
This course will also demonstrate saving
and organizing ﬁles, safe internet-use,
and emailing.
Talking About Books: “Apples Never
Fall”
At the Christiansburg Library at 11
a.m. To be discussed this month is “Apples Never Fall” by Liane Moriarty. Meeting in-person and virtually.
Sensory Playtime
At the Blacksburg Library at 2 p.m. All
supplies will be provided and all ages are
welcome for an hour of sensory playtime.
Oreo Taste Test
At the Christiansburg Library at 3
p.m. Try several new limited Oreo ﬂavors
and rate them. All ages are welcome. Supplies are limited, registration is required.
Talking about Books: “The Night Tiger”
At the Meadowbrook Public Library at
6 p.m. To be discussed is “The Night Tiger”
by Yangsze Choo. Call (540) 268-1964
for more information or to reserve a copy.

American Legion meeting
American Legion Harvey-Howe-Carper Post 30 will meet at 7 p.m. at the VFW
Post Home on 102 Watts St. in Radford.
If Radford City Public Schools are closed
on Thursday or Friday of this week due
to weather, the meeting will be cancelled.
For further information, call 250-2283
or 239-9864.

Monday, Jan. 10:
RCPS begins
Classes resume for Radford City Public School students.
City Council meeting
The regularly scheduled meeting of the
Radford City Council will be held at 7
p.m., at 10 Robertson St., Radford.

Tuesday, Jan. 11:
Sons of Confederate Veterans meeting
The Sons of Confederate Veterans,
Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 1784 will
meet at 7 p.m. at Aly’s Family Italian
Restaurant at 3204 Riner Rd. Members
of the United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) are invited to attend. The
guest speaker will be Scott Gardner of the
Glencoe Museum, who will give a talk on
General Gabriel Wharton. If Montgomery County Public Schools are closed on
Tuesday or Wednesday of this week due
to weather, the meeting is cancelled. For
further information, call 320-4315 or
239-9864.

Wednesday, Jan. 12:
Brown Bag Book Club
At the Radford Public Library from
noon to 1 p.m. A book discussion is held
on the second Wednesday of each month.
Participants may bring a lunch if they
like. To be discussed this month is “Nomadland” by Jessica Bruder.
Evening Book Talk: “Save Me the
Plums”

At the Christiansburg Library at 6:30
p.m. To be discussed this month is “Save
Me the Plums: My Gourmet Memoir”
by Ruth Reichl. Meeting in-person and
virtually.

Thursday, Jan. 13:
Vision Board Workshop
At the Blacksburg Library; 6:30 p.m.
Participants may create a 2022 vision
board to serve as a daily reminder of their
dreams and goals. All supplies will be
provided, but participants may bring any
personal pictures to add. The program is
recommended for adults.

Saturday Jan. 15:
Caturday
At the Christiansburg Library from
noon to 1 p.m. Sign up at the front desk
for a 15-minute slot to read to a cat from
the Montgomery County Animal Care
and Adoption Center to practice reading
and socialize shelter cats. All Ages. Email
shodges@mfrl.org for more information.
Dyslexia: The Basics
At the Meadowbrook Public Library at
1 p.m. Participants can learn straightforward information about a very complex
and prevalent condition. Vicki W. Brackett, CCC-SLP, will give a brief overview
of the symptoms and cause of dyslexia.
Her presentation will include the myths,
the symptoms to look for in both young
children and adults, and what can be done
to help overcome some of the issues associated with dyslexia. This program will
help develop an awareness of the positive
aspects of dyslexia and teach some strategies and programs that may help. Handouts will be provided. Vicki W. Brackett
is a Pediatric Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP) and Dyslexia Consultant.
Author Talk: Mary Ellen Campagna
At the Christiansburg Library at 2
p.m. Join local author Mary Ellen Campagna as she discusses her new book
“UNA: Queen of Trouble.” Books will be
available for preorder at the event.
Teen DND
At the Blacksburg Library at 2 p.m.
Join in for Teen DND in January.
Chess Club
At the Blacksburg Library at 3 p.m.
Ages 8 and up are welcome to come
sharpen their chess skills. Supplies will be
provided. All skill levels are welcome.

Local students receive academic honors, graduate
Four local students
receive Outstanding Student Awards
Four business students
who will graduate this
month received acknowledgement at the Davis
College of Business and
Economics Honors Ceremony, held Dec. 1 in the

form of Outstanding Student Awards.
The Outstanding Student Award recipients selected by the department
for fall 2021 were economics, Benjamin Jones
‘21 of Radford; ﬁnance,
Braxton Gilmer ‘21 of
Pearisburg; management,

Autumn Shortridge ‘21 of
Christiansburg; Nya McCutcheon, MBA ‘21, of
Blacksburg.
“We are recognizing
demonstrated excellence,
both in and out of the
classroom, and that is the
reason why they have been
selected by their faculty

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Ends Thursday January 20th @ 4 PM
Storage Units for Sale at Auction in Floyd VA
Sunny Ridge Rd Floyd VA 24091

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

in their respective disciplines,” Dean Joy Bhadury said in his opening
remarks at the top of the
event, which was held virtually.
“We recognize those
among us who have given
extra and are to be rewarded for a job well done,”
Bhadury told the viewers
and award winners.
“We really are recognizing the heart and soul of
the Davis College of Business and Economics.”
Two local students inducted into honor society
Kierston Mann of
Christiansburg
(Old
Dominion
University)
and Emma Kennedy of
Blacksburg
(University
of Richmond) have been
inducted into Omicron

Grant
You have the opportunity to purchase this great investment property! This property features 12 10x10 storage units for sale in Floyd County VA. The units were
built in 2004 and are in great condition. The lot consists of .21 acres and is easily
accessible. They are located right next to a set of green boxes (dumpsters) which
is very convenient for cleaning out units! Storage units are in high demand in
Floyd County. These units are rented on a month - to - month lease for $45 / mo.,
but similar units in the area are getting around $100 / mo. 9 out of 12 of the units
are currently rented – seller using the other 3 for personal use.
Directions – From Town of Floyd - 221 north towards Roanoke - Left on Bethlehem Church rd. - right on Sunny Ridge rd. - property on immediate right past
green boxes. See signs
Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract
price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required on day of sale. Close in 30 days.
Subject to seller confirmation. Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults.
Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Please note that during
the last two minutes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, the clock is automatically
extended an additional two minutes. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase contract, and maps at VaAuctionPro.com

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585
or email Gallimore.matt@gmail.com; in cooperation with
Terry McCraw with McCraw Real Estate & Auction at
540-320-5200 or email mccrawrealestate@gmail.com
102 S. Locust Street,
Floyd, VA 24091
(540) 745-2005
VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Delta Kappa, the National
Leadership Honor Society.
Fewer than ﬁve percent of
students on a campus are
invited to join each year.
A group of 15 students
and faculty members established the society to
recognize and encourage
leadership at the collegiate
level. The founders established the ODK Idea, the
concept that individuals
representing all phases of
collegiate life should collaborate with faculty and
others to support the campus and community. The
society’s national headquarters are located in
Lexington, Virginia.
Michael Cruz named
to Fall 2021 President’s
List at Cumberlands
Michael Cruz of Blacks-

burg has been named to
the Fall 2021 President’s
List at University of the
Cumberlands.
To be eligible for the
President’s List, students
must be enrolled in at
least 12 credit hours (a
full course load), maintain
a minimum cumulative
grade point average of 4.0,
receive an “A” grade in UC
Engage, and be in good
academic standing.
University of the Cumberlands is one of the
largest and most aﬀordable private universities
in Kentucky. Located in
Williamsburg, Kentucky,
Cumberlands is an institution of regional distinction oﬀering quality
undergraduate, graduate,
doctoral, and online degree programs.

from page 1

across the state of Virginia and beyond
for a century. CI, Inc.’s eﬀorts today
focus on preserving the history of the
school and renovating the remaining
building from the school to be used as
a museum detailing the important role
the institute served in the community.
CI, Inc., Executive Director Chris
Sanchez said the grant will go a long
way in supporting CI, Inc.’s mission.
“The inter-generational social movement happening today is clear; the equitable preservation and reinvestment
in black histories and stories is a civic
responsibility and moral obligation inseparable from any honest pursuit of
justice,” said Sanchez. “We are tremendously honored to receive a successful
grant award from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, signiﬁcantly empowering Christiansburg Institute to keep
strong at our pursuit of justice today.”
The grant award will fund “artifact
maintenance and preservation materials, a series of educational community
programs curated to increase public engagement with CII’s history, and a parttime archivist tasked with cataloging
the organization’s archival collections,”
the organization announced. “The preservation of CIMA’s collections will
provide the public with unique insight
into the social, economic, and political

atmosphere in Southwest Virginia during the late nineteenth and twentieth
centuries for African Americans that
attended Christiansburg Industrial Institute in Montgomery County.”
Christiansburg Institute was established in 1866, one year after the
Emancipation Proclamation and conclusion of the Civil War, by the federal
government’s Department of War and
its extension agency, the Freedmen’s
Bureau.
“Today, we operate a communitybased living museum and digital repository containing an archival collection
powerfully illustrating the 100-year
legacy of the historic school and African-American life and culture across
Southwest Virginia,” according to CI,
Inc. “Key to our community education
and cultural organizing work is oﬀering an honest and nuanced telling of
African-American stories and history
in rural Appalachia, particularly where
history is contested and trauma is intergenerational.”
Christiansburg Institute Museum
& Archives (CIMA) and the Learning
Resource Action Center (LRAC) will
eventually be housed in the historic Edgar A. Long building once preservation
eﬀorts are completed at the building,
hopefully by 2024.
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PETS OF THE WEEK

Three-year-old Monkey is a shy kitty who currently spends his time in a community
cat room at the Animal Care and Adoption Center. He can be a little shy but is likely
to warm up, when he feels comfortable.

Boone is a younger adult dog looking for a pawsome home. He’s a happy boy that
likes attention and interaction with people. Boone is housetrained and should do
well in a home with older children and adults.

Letter from VT President Tim Sands: Booster shots,
tests, and masks required for spring semester start
Dear Hokies,
We can all be proud of
how our community responded to COVID-19
throughout the fall semester. We took important
steps early on to give ourselves the best chance at a
full, in-person experience,
and we stuck with it. As
a result, our active cases,
positivity rate, and isolation numbers were consistently manageable from
start to ﬁnish. We were
able to enjoy many of the
cherished hallmarks of the
Hokie experience.
We must begin the new
year with that same commitment as we will likely
be ﬁghting two COVID-19 variants along with
seasonal inﬂuenza and
other common respiratory
infections. Our goal is to
operate safely and in person to the greatest extent
possible while also protecting the capacity of the
health care systems in our
communities.
Building on our successful strategy in the fall,
we are requiring our community to take three important steps as we turn to
the spring semester:
First, get a COVID-19
booster as soon as you are
eligible.
Our biggest challenge
is likely to occur with the

omicron variant in the ﬁrst
few weeks of the semester.
Although evidence is still
coming in, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention has recommended
that everyone ages 18 and
older should get a booster
shot.
We are requiring booster shots within 14 days of
eligibility for all students
and employees. If you are
eligible now, updated information is due by Feb.
1, and we urge you to
get your booster as soon
as possible. If you are not
eligible yet, please schedule your booster as soon as
you are able to do so.
Students and employees
need to upload their updated vaccination record
as soon as they receive a
booster dose. Procedures
remain in place for students and employees to
request medical and religious exemptions. Existing exemptions will be
honored. For those with
medical concerns about
the booster shot, please
consult your physician.
Second, take a COVID-19 test before returning to campus or your
workplace.
All residential students
will be required to provide
a negative COVID-19
test result prior to moving
back onto campus. A PCR

or Antigen test will be accepted and must be administered no more than
72 hours before returning
to campus. We urge you
to obtain your test results
prior to arriving on campus.
Testing will be provided
for those students who
cannot obtain a test before
arriving; however, if you
test positive on arrival, you
will not be able to move
into on-campus housing
until you have completed
your isolation period.
All students and employees who have traveled
over the holiday break are
asked to take a COVID-19
test prior to the start of the
semester. If your result is
positive, please do not return to campus or Virginia
Tech facilities until you
complete the recommended isolation period. Many
pharmacies provide testing services. The Virginia
Department of Health
website also provides testing location information.
Testing for students and
employees will resume on
the Blacksburg campus on
Jan. 3.
We will continue to
test unvaccinated students
and employees weekly and
conduct limited surveillance testing of vaccinated
community
members.
Those with updated vac-

cination records including
a booster will be exempt.
Third, continue to wear
a mask and take steps to
improve your mask strategy.
While we had hoped to
relax mask requirements
for indoor public spaces,
the uptick in infections
tells us our best approach
is to continue wearing
masks in indoor public
and instructional spaces
for at least the beginning
of the spring semester. Beyond vaccines, masks are
the most important tool
we have for reducing the
spread of COVID-19.
If you have been using loose-ﬁtting cloth or

surgical masks, now is the
time to upgrade to a better
ﬁtting and more protective mask such as a KN95
or equivalent. The omicron variant appears to be
more transmissible, and
these masks protect you
and others. If you have
any risk factors or are not
fully vaccinated, please
consider wearing masks
to protect yourself indoors
even when not required.
Currently, the isolation
and quarantine plan for
residential students remains the same as the fall
semester.
We all wish that this
pandemic was over and
moved into the back-

ground of our everyday
lives. But for now, we
must continue to ask for
the same extraordinary
patience, understanding,
and commitment you’ve
displayed over the past 21
months. The actions we
take today build on last
semester’s successful strategy and give us the best
opportunity to protect our
community and maintain
the Virginia Tech campus
experience we all hope for
this spring. Together we
can get there.
Go Hokies!
Tim Sands,
President

Virginia Tech expert: Invasion of
Ukraine would be catastrophic for all
Thousands of Russian
troops are massing on the border with Ukraine, but a Russian invasion of that country
would be a catastrophe for
all, including the Russians,
according to Virginia Tech
expert in international affairs
Gerard Toal.
“The United States has a
responsibility to state clearly
to Ukraine that the U.S. cavalry is not coming if Russia
decides to invade. The U.S.
should be confident that invading Ukraine would be a
major strategic blunder by
Russia, and it will be weakened by this in the long run,”
said Toal.

“It is worth emphasizing,” according to Toal “that
there is no area outside of the
Ukrainian territories currently controlled by Russia where
the Russian army would be
welcomed by a majority of
the population.”
Toal says that Russian
President Putin is dramatizing his geopolitical preoccupation with Ukraine. While
a perceived Ukrainian act of
aggression is likely to be presented as the immediate trigger for any invasion, he believes any number of reasons
could ultimately provide motivation for an invasion.
1)
If Putin believes that

an invasion would strengthen
the position of the Russian
supported territories there
and inflict a painful defeat
on Ukraine’s military, forcing
them back to the bargaining
table to accept Russia’s demand that the country a neutral power;
2)
He believes that war
is the only way to force the
United States and its NATO
allies to deal with Russia’s
security ‘redlines in Ukraine
and accept that expanding NATO infrastructure to
Russia’s western border with
Ukraine is an existential issue
for Russia;
3) He believes a short in-

vasion would boost his standing at home and his place in
the history books;
4)
He believes he has a
providential mission to stop
Ukraine becoming a beachhead for a hostile alliance
(NATO) to attack Russia.
“As you can see, a great deal
rides on the perceptions of
one man,” said Toal. “Part of
the problem, and this is something folks don’t like to hear,
is that the U.S. and NATO
are already deeply involved
in Ukraine, training its army,
sending weapon supplies and
building infrastructure with a
view to future military exercises together. There’s a rea-

sonable argument to be made
that this has helped inflame
Russian, and particularly Putin’s paranoia about Ukraine.”
Dr. Gerard Toal is a professor in the School of Public
and International Affairs at
Virginia Tech’s campus in the
Washington D.C. metro region. A native of Ireland, he
is the author of more than a
hundred peer-reviewed journal articles and book chapters
on critical geopolitics, territorial conflicts (mostly in postcommunist contexts), U.S.
foreign policy, de facto states,
and media and discourse
analysis.

What Does
Game Time
Mean?

*
*
*

Bowling for all ages
Laser Tag
Spin Bumpers
Arcade some of newest games on market
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Virginia Tech’s Gerard Toal says that Russian President Putin is dramatizing his geopolitical preoccupation with
Ukraine. While a perceived Ukrainian act of aggression is likely to be presented as the immediate trigger for
any invasion, he believes any number of reasons could ultimately provide motivation for an invasion.
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OPINION
Virginia gas prices fell again last week
Virginia gas prices fell 1.7
cents per gallon in the past
week, averaging $3.16/g on
Monday, Dec. 27, according
to GasBuddy’s daily survey
of 4,081 stations in Virginia.
Gas prices in Virginia are 9.0
cents per gallon lower than
a month ago but still stand
$1.05/g higher than a year
ago.
According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheapest
station in Virginia was priced
at $2.71/g Monday while the

most expensive was $3.89/g.
The national average price
of gasoline fell 4.3 cents per
gallon in the last week, averaging $3.25/g Monday. The
national average is down 14.1
cents per gallon from a month
ago but is still $1.00/g higher
than a year ago.
“Nearly every state saw
average gasoline prices decline last week as millions of
Americans took to the road
for holiday travel, with the
national average now nearly

20 cents per gallon lower than
in early November,” said Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum analysis for GasBuddy.
“While the fall in prices is
welcomed, we set an ugly new
record for the holiday: It was
the most expensive Christmas Day we’ve ever seen by
two tenths of a penny. The
average on Christmas was
$3.264 per gallon, just a fraction of a penny higher than
Christmas Day 2013 which
saw the national average at

$3.262 per gallon,” De Haan
said. “Motorists shouldn’t get
too worked up about it. The
downward direction in gas
prices should persist into this
week in most areas. However,
gas prices are likely to jump
in the Great Lakes due to a
behavior called price cycling,
caused by a rise in the wholesale price of gasoline against
a backdrop of prices in the
region that have now fallen
under replacement cost. This
will trigger a likely jump in

gas prices in Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Illinois and Kentucky very soon.”
GasBuddy is the authoritative voice for gas prices and the
only source for station-level data
spanning nearly two decades.
GasBuddy’s survey updates 288
times every day from the most
diverse list of sources covering
nearly 150,000 stations nationwide, the most comprehensive
and up-to-date in the country.
GasBuddy data are accessible at
http://prices.GasBuddy.com.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
crisis are imperative as we
navigate strengthening the
foundation for future ecoTo the editor:
economic growth and sus- nomic success.
Between 1990 and
I hope to address a tainability. Our eﬀorts to
2019,
employment in Vircritical juncture in our address this ever-evolving
ginia’s coalﬁelds fell from
10,600 jobs to just 2,500,
dropping steeply alongside
the metric tons miners
pulled out of the ground.
With domestic and global
demand for coal continuing to decline and clean
Serving Radford since 1884
energy on the rise, this
isn’t a trend that’s going
(540) 389-9355
to self-correct, therefore
P.O. Box 1125 • Salem, VA 24153
commanding that ConUSPS 387-780 • ourvalley.org
gress help retool the Appalachian economy while

Coalﬁelds Transition
RADFORD
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also addressing a legacy of
pollution in the coalﬁelds.
This means passing a
Build Back Better Act that
recognizes the economic
and environmental plight
of Appalachia, by helping
retool idled factories, clean
up abandoned mines, remediate Brownﬁelds and
Superfund sites, and invest
in programs to re-establish
Main Street economies.
Federal investment can
also invigorate the energy
economy of tomorrow by
investing in renewable energy manufacturing and
job training, and incentivizing the build-out of

clean energy. These eﬀorts
will create jobs in the nearand long-term, helping to
create the balance between
building new industries
and modernizing old ones.
Appalachia has long
been the land of large and
ambitious while building a
legacy of broken promises
in economic development
and speciﬁcally, in transitioning away from a fossilfuel-dependent economy.
Congress has a once-in-ageneration opportunity to
turn the tide on decades
of neglect and begin driving the long-term change
the people of Appalachia

need.
I call on my members
of Congress, U.S. Senators Mark Warner and
Tim Kaine and U.S. Rep
Morgan Griﬃth, to pass a
Build Back Better Act that
puts Appalachians back
to work building a new
economy with new opportunity for all.
Sincerely,
Janiele Hamden
416 2nd St
Radford VA 24141
janielehamden
@gmail.com
(540) 320-6454
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Radford News Journal is a newspaper of, by and for the people of
Radford. We encourage letters from our readers on topics of general interest to the community and responses to our articles and
columns. Letters must be signed and have a telephone number
where you can be reached for verification. All letters will be verified before publication. We reserve the right to deny publication
of any letter and edit letters for length, content and style.
Radford News Journal (USPS 387-780) is published twice a
week for $44 a year in the City of Radford, $53 elsewhere in
Virginia, and $54 out of state by Virginia Media Inc., P.O. Box 429,
Lewisburg, WV 24901. Periodical postage paid at Christiansburg,
VA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to RADFORD NEWS
JOURNAL 1633 W. Main St., Salem, VA 24153.

C
R
O
S
S
W
O
R
D

Virginia Department of Transportation
road watch Jan. 1, 2022
The following is a list of
forecasted highway projects
that may impact traﬃc traveling in the 12-county Salem
Transportation District this
week. Work schedules and
construction project timelines are always subject to
change and weather dependent. The Salem District covers Bedford, Botetourt, Carroll, Craig, Floyd, Franklin,
Giles, Henry, Montgomery,
Patrick, Pulaski and Roanoke
counties.
MONTGOMERY
COUNTY
I-81 NORTHBOUND
AT EXIT 105 NEW RIVER BRIDGE REPLACE-

P
U
Z
Z
L
E

CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of health plan
4. Atmospheric haze
7. A period of time
10. Auricle
11. Copycat
12. Manpower
13. Delicate fern genus
15. Diego, Francisco or
Anselmo
16. Zanzibar copal
19. Jackie’s 2nd husband
22. Calcified tooth tissue
23. Conjoined twins
24. Mythological birds
25. This (Spanish)
26. Lowest hereditary title
29. Pre-transplant plot
33. Fiddler crab genus
34. Professional legal

organization
35. Most thick
40. Sleeve indicator of
mourning
44. Far East housemaid
45. Hmong
46. With three uneven
sides
49. Tempts
53. Jewelry finding
55. Showed intense anger
56. Black tropical American
cuckoo
57. Sculpture with a head
58. A single entity
59. What part of (abbr.)
60. Before
61. Confined condition
(abbr.)
62. Hurrah
63. Transport faster than

sound
CLUES DOWN
1. Sorli’s Tale hero
2. A musical master
3. Speech
4. Swiftest
5. Opaque gem
6. Origins
7. Proceed from a source
8. Rechristened
9. Liquorice flavored seed
13. Small amount
14. Mineral aggregate
17. Prefix for wrong
18. Point midway between E
and SE
20. A single instance
21. French river
26. Undeveloped blossom
27. One pip domino
28. Fled on foot

30. Sheep bleat
31. One point N of due E
32. Father
36. A projecting part
37. Improved by editing
38. Made melodious sounds
39. Treatment
40. Agreeableness
41. Bell sound
42. Tennis contests
43. Furnace vessels
46. Sirius Satellite Radio
(abbr.)
47. Licensed accountant
48. Crude potassium
bitartrate
50. Insert mark
51. Election Stock Market
(abbr.)
52. A health resort
54. So. Am. Indian people

MENT IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY – Lane and
shoulder closures may be in
place near exit 105. Lane closure may be in eﬀect during
the week from 8 p.m. to 7
a.m. Shoulder closures may
be in eﬀect at any time during the week. Slow rolls may
be performed on I-81 in the
north and southbound lanes
from mile marker 104 to
106 from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m.
Speed limit is reduced to 60
miles per hour in the work
zone. Shoulder closures will
remain in place though the
duration of the project. Project completion is estimated
by Late 2022.
LANE CLOSURES:
Right lane closures may
be in place on I-81 northbound between mile markers 104-105 during nighttime hours, 7 p.m. to 5 a.m.
the following morning.
SLOW ROLLS: Slow
rolls may be utilized periodically on both the northbound and southbound
lanes from mile marker 98109 for structural steel deliveries and setting beams.
I-81 BRIDGE REPLACEMENT AT EXIT
114 IN MONTGOMERY
COUNTY – The bridge replacement of the two Interstate 81 bridges over Route
8, northbound and southbound, is underway. Drivers can expect alternating
lane and shoulder closures,
northbound and southbound, from mile marker
114 to 115. Exit 114 ramp
shoulder closures will be
ongoing from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Speed limit is reduced
to 60 mph in the work
zone. Route 8 will have alternating northbound and
southbound shoulder and
lane closures, day or night, as
needed between the I-81 on
and oﬀ ramps. A temporary
traﬃc signal will direct traﬃc
on Route 8 throughout the
duration of the project. Access to all properties will be
maintained during construction. Estimated completion
is late 2021.
ROUTE 643 PAVING
PROJECT - Beginning
soon, exact date to be de-

termined, a project is being
scheduled to resurface an
unpaved portion of Route
643 (Yellow Sulfur Road).
The work area begins .7 mile
south of the intersection with
Route 642 (Jennelle Road)
and ends 1.7 miles north of
the bridge over Route 460.
Traﬃc impacts will include
intermittent ﬂagging operations between these intersections. This project has an
estimated completion date
of May 2022.
LANE
CLOSURES:
Intermittent single lane
closures utilizing ﬂagging
operations will be in place
between the intersection of
Teaberry Road and Jennelle
Road.
UTILITY WORK ON
ROUTE 460 - MMI will be
installing ﬁber optic along
Route 460 and Route 8
from the Giles County line
to the Floyd County line.
This work will be ongoing.
Motorists should expect
shoulders and/or lane closures for travel in both directions.
VARIOUS
ROADS
FOR UTILITY WORK Utility crews will be working on overhead lines along
a general corridor alignment following Route 114
(Peppers Ferry), Route 460
Business (Franklin Street)
and Route 11/460 (Roanoke Road). The work zone
will span from the Pulaski/
Montgomery county line to
the Montgomery/Roanoke
county line. In addition,
various side roads will be impacted by intermittent closures for crossings. Motorists should expect shoulder
closures and lane closures for
travel in both directions. Intermittent full closures of the
roads will be required for periods lasting no longer than
15 minutes. Work hours are
scheduled for 9 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. daily. Advance warning
for weekend work involving
closures of primary highways
on weekend mornings from
6 a.m. to 10 a.m.
INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE
81
BRIDGE HEIGHT RE-

Submit letters to the editor
to editor@ourvalley.org

STRICTIONS – Due to
bridge painting, several
height restrictions are in
place along I-81 north and
southbound.
Maximum
height allowed is 14’6” at the
following bridges over I-81
at the mile marker locations
of 135, 109 and 108 until
mid-January. Overheight
vehicles will need to be rerouted. Message boards are
in place.
INTERSTATE
81
LANE
WIDENING
CONSTRUCTION EXIT
141 TO EXIT 143 – A
project to widen the lanes
on I-81 in Roanoke in both
northbound and southbound directions between
Exit 141 to Exit 143 has
been underway. One new
lane in each direction of I-81
and two lanes northbound
onto I-581 at exit 143
opened just before Thanksgiving between mile markers
141 and 143. All lanes will
remain open through winter
with periodic lane closures
at night as needed. The ﬁnal
surface paving and markings
for northbound will resume
with the next paving season
in spring 2022. Estimated
completion date of the project is summer 2022.
LANE CLOSURES: Alternating lane closures may
be in place for milling and
paving on I-81 southbound
during nighttime hours,
9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the next
morning. Expect lane closures on Route 8 between
the on and oﬀ ramps of I-81.
RAMP
CLOSURES:
Weather permitting, the
I-81 southbound exit 114
on and oﬀ ramps may be
closed during nighttime
hours for milling and paving from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m.
Message boards will update
drivers. Only one ramp will
be closed at a time.
Nighttime lane closures
may be in place periodically
on I-81 southbound from 9
p.m. to 6 a.m. the following
morning.
DMV Notice: The bridge
on I-81 northbound at mile
marker 114 currently has

See VDOT, page 6
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OBITUARIES
McCoy, Billy Ray
Billy Ray McCoy, 67, of
Ripplemead, died Thursday, Dec. 23, 2021, at Roanoke Memorial Hospital.
He was born on May
30, 1954, to the late Carl
Christy and Opal Mae
Duncan McCoy.
He was preceded in
death by his wife, Barbara Jean McCoy, and his
brother, Larry W. McCoy.
He is survived by his
brothers, Alvin A. McCoy
(Pat), Charles R. McCoy (Tanya), a sister,

Vaught, Ronnie Gale

Linda M. Smith,a son, Jacob L. Dowdy, a grandson,
Austin D. Dowdy, sistersin-law Patricia McCoy,
Linda Cook, and Loretta
Farley, and a special friend,
Margaret Nester.
Graveside services were
conducted Thursday, Dec.
30, 2021, in the Birchlawn
Burial Park, Pearisburg.
The family received friends
Wednesday evening at the
McCoy Funeral Home
150 Country Club Dr. SW, Blacksburg.

Ronnie Gale Vaught,
59, of Pearisburg went
to be with the Lord on
Wednesday, Dec. 22,
2021, at Carilion Roanoke Memorial Hospital.
He was born in Radford on Dec. 20, 1962,
to the late Melvin and
June Price Vaught Reinemann.
He was preceded in
death by his wife, Rosa

Lea Sadler Vaught.
He is survived by his
son, Andrew Vaught
of Staffordsville, stepdaughters, Angie and
Tommy Combs of Narrows and Amanda Donathan of Pearisburg.
A memorial service
will be held at a later
date. Arrangements by
McCoy Funeral Home,
Blacksburg.

Wechtaluk, David Vincent
David Vincent Wechtaluk, ofBlacksburg, passed away on Dec.
26, 2021, at the age of 72 after a
20-year battle with Parkinson’s
Disease.
David was a lifelong sports enthusiast and athlete, having played
baseball and basketball in high
school and college, and a strong
supporter of Virginia Tech athletics and his children’s other alma

maters, Purdue University and
Penn State.
Born Jan. 20, 1949, in Elmira
Heights, N.Y., David was a proud
graduate of Rider University (Lawrence Township, N.J.). He had a
long career in the accounting ﬁeld,
working for Park Broadcasting
(Ithaca, N.Y.), St. Elizabeth’s Hospital (Lincoln, Neb.) where both
of his children were born, and the

ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Progress Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060,
(540) 552-1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.
org. Reverend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest. Eucharist Sunday’s at 11am and Wednesday’s
at 12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church- located at
4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical Lenten Services, Sunday
at 10:30 am. Call (540) 589-1299 or visit
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and
events. (In Roanoke, go E on Hershberger,
L on Hubert to 4910).
BAPTIST
First Baptist Church, 555 West Rock
Road, Radford, 639-3873. Rev. Corwin C.
Casey, Pastor. Worship with us: 9:45 a.m.;
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.; Praise and Worship: 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service;
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
1 Corinthians 15:58.
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215
Third Ave. at the corner with Downey St.
We are committed to personal spiritual
growth and to providing leadership in community ministry. We celebrate the dignity
and worth of all persons, created in the image of God. Sunday Bible Study Groups
- 9:45, Sunday Worship - 11:00. Website: www.fbcradford.org, 540-639-4419.
Worship is broadcast live on 105.9 FM,
101.3 F, 1430AM.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N.
Franklin Street, C’burg. John Altizer, Lead
Pastor, Brian Cockram, Associate Pastor,
382-8121. Worship at 10:45 a.m., Outreach
Ministries - 6:00p.m. Wednesday, Growth
Groups - 5:00p.m. Sunday, Youth and Children’s Ministry - 5:00p.m. Sunday, www.
trinitycburg.org.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin St., 552-1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30
a.m., Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.,
Wed. Bible classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minister Curt Seright, Community Minister Tom
Gilliam, Dean Meadows, Campus Minister.
CHURCH OF GOD
Childress Church of God, 4187 Piney
Woods Rd., C’Burg. 381-3693. Sun. School
10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m. & Wed. 7 p.m.
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike
Rd., C’Burg. Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor,
731-3178. Sun. School 10 a.m., Worship
10:50 a.m., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West
Main Street, Radford, VA 24141, Sunday
School – 10:00A.M. Morning Worship –
11:00A.M., Children’s Church 11:00A.M.
Sunday Evening – 6:00P.M., Wednesday
Night – 7:00P.M., Pastor Danny Newman,
Church Ofﬁce – 540-639-6562 or 804-9210828
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
Radford Church of God in Christ, 206
Russell Ave., Radford. Supt. Ronald A.
Watson, Sr.; Elder, 639- 5948. Sun. School
9 a.m.; Prayer 11:30 a.m.; Worship 6 p.m.
EPISCOPAL
Grace Episcopal Church, 210 4th Street,
Radford, 639-3494. A friendly, mission-

Montgomery County Department of Social Services.
David is survived by his wife
of 44 years, Kathleen Parrott of
Blacksburg; his daughter, Leah
Wechtaluk-McFarren, and son-inlaw Matthew McFarren of Christiansburg; his son, Ethan Wechtaluk, daughter-in-law Courtney
Walker, and granddaughters Alice
Wright, Lucy Wright, and Pe-

nelope Wechtaluk of Clarksburg,
Md.; his mother Eva Wechtaluk of
Elmira Heights, N.Y.; his brother Kevin Wechtaluk of Elmira
Heights, N.Y.; his sister Susan
Wechtaluk of San Francisco, Calif.; and his beloved and adoring
cat, Patches.
A visitation was held Thursday, Dec. 30, at McCoy Funeral
Home (150 Country Club Dr

SW, Blacksburg, VA 24060).
A graveside service was held on
Friday, Dec. 31, at Memorial
Gardens of the New River Valley
(2551 N Main St, Blacksburg, VA
24060).
In lieu of ﬂowers, the family
requests donations to be made in
his memory to The Michael J.
Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s
Research.

Radford
Worship Directory
READY OR NOT
Read Revelation 22:1–21
At the turn of the century, the world was in a panic. On the eve of a
new millennium, no one was sure what midnight would bring. Experts
claimed a programming glitch could cause computers to struggle with
the date change. The acronym Y2K became a household phrase connected to the possible collapse of computer-dependent industrialized
nations.
Some scoffed, but others prepared. They stockpiled canned goods and
bottled water. They outlined a strategy for living without electricity.
They took the doomsday warnings seriously and wanted to be ready.
John’s Revelation contains a similar foretelling of a future event that
will change life on earth.
“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to
each person according to what they have done” (Revelation 22:12).
Whether or not you prepared for Y2K, the forewarned tragedy did not
amount to anything. As believers, however, we all must be ready for
Christ’s return. The events prophesied in Scripture will come to pass.
So, as 2012 comes to a close, ask yourself this question: Am I ready?
Prayer Suggestion: Lord, help me be ready for Your soon return.
Quicklook: Revelation 22:7–17

If your church is not listed and if you are interested,
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355
or email at advertise@ourvalley.org

oriented spiritual community sharing the Word
of God. ALL ARE WELCOME. In person and
live-streamed services 10:30AM Sundays. Holy
Eucharist twice a month. Morning Prayer twice
a month. Fellowship and refreshments follow
services. Find us on Facebook: Grace Episcopal
Church and www.graceradford.org.
LUTHERAN
Christ Lutheran Church, 201 Harvey St. Sunday worship with communion at 10am; fellowship & snacks at 11am. All are welcome. Upcoming events and fellowship opportunities (Senior
Brunch, Faith & Film, Rough Draught, etc.) detailed in weekly email and on website: clcradford.
org. 540-639-2671.
PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness Church,
Rev. Larry Christopher (540) 552-7194.
l.christopher695@comcast.net. Sunday school
at 10 a.m. and morning worship is 11 a.m. Evening service at 6 p.m. and Wednesday at 7 p.m.
Compassion Church, 1820 Second Street,
Radford, 639-6287, Our music is passionate,
our worship is real, and Pastor Chandler Jones
brings relevant messages for everyone at any
place on their journey, Sunday Worship Experience at 9:30 AM & 11:00 AM, Wednesday
Family Night at 7 PM, Children Ministry provided for all services. Our vision is to see all
Saved. Freed. Restored. Fulfilled. Find us on
facebook and Instagram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness Church, 4003
Morning Glory Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114.

731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor. Sun. School 9:30
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6: p.m., Wed.,
7p.m.
PRESBYTERIAN
Join us at The Presbyterian Church of Radford, 201 4th Street, at the corner of 4th & Randolph. Sunday school at 10am; worship at 11am
in the sanctuary, masked & distanced. Phone
639-2585. Watch the service live on Facebook:
The Presbyterian Church of Radford. www.
pcradford.org. We are called to share the love
of Christ in this community & beyond. Kelsey
& Peter Hawisher-Faul, Co-Pastors.
UNITED METHODIST
Asbury United Methodist Church, 500 Stuart Street, Christiansburg. 540-382- 0743. Rev.
Ryan Schaeffer. Sunday School, 10:15 a.m.,
Sunday Worship, 11:30 a.m., Wednesday Bible
Study 7pm, alternating month’s with Schaeffer
Memorial Baptist Church, Senior Bible Study
Thursday, 10:30 a.m. All are welcome.
Central United Methodist Church, 803
Wadsworth Street, Radford. 639-3529. 8:30
a.m. Sunday Services: 8:30am (interpreter
provided); 9:45am Sunday School (interpreter provided); and 11:00am. Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30pm. Child care is provided.
www.centralmethodistchurch.com.
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 220 W.
Main St., C’Burg. Rev. Moonsup “Paul” Song
(540) 382-2410. Sunday Worship 10am, Sunday School 9am. Live streaming Sunday Service - www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc.
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a restricted width for wide
loads of 26 feet or larger.
I-81 PAVING OPERATIONS – Weather permitting, crews will pave, patch
and repair pavement on
various routes. Lane closures may be in place during
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. to
6 a.m. the following morning. Drivers should watch
for signs and expect possible
delays.
I-81 BRIDGE DECK
REPAIRS – Weather permitting, crews will repair
bridge decks on Interstate
81. Between mile markers
147 to 162, right and left
lane closures will be in place
northbound and southbound during nighttime
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the
following morning. Drivers
should watch for signs and
expect possible delays.
I-81
POTHOLE
PATCHING
OPERATIONS – Weather permitting, crews will patch potholes along southbound and
northbound Interstate 81.
Mobile right and left lane
closures will be in place and
moving along northbound
and southbound lanes during nighttime hours, 9 p.m.
to 6 a.m. the following
morning. Drivers should
watch for moving vehicles
and equipment. Expect possible delays.
INTERSTATE 581
ROUTE 581 BRIDGE
WORK OVER WILLIAMSON ROAD – Work
is underway to rehab the
bridge on I-581 that crosses
over Route 11 (Williamson
Road) in Downtown Roanoke. On Route 11 (Williamson Road) drivers can
expect intermittent and
alternating lane closures between the intersections with
Rutherford Avenue and
Wells Avenue. Any impacts
to I-581 will be minimal.
The project is expected to be
complete at the end of 2021.
I-581/220 EXPRESSWAY PAVING OPERATIONS – Weather permitting, crews will pave, patch
and repair pavement on
various routes. Lane closures may be in place during
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. to
6 a.m. the following morning. Drivers should watch
for signs and expect possible
delays.
I-581/220 LANE &
RAMP CLOSURES FOR
PAVING AND MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS
IN ROANOKE COUNTY– Weather permitting,
crews will be milling and
paving along Interstate 81.
Right and left lane closures
will be in place along northbound and southbound
lanes during nighttime
hours. Drivers should expect
possible delays.
I-581 BRIDGE DECK
REPAIRS – Weather permitting, crews will repair
bridge decks on Interstate
581. Right, center and left
lane closures will be in place
northbound and southbound during nighttime
hours, 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. the

following morning. Drivers
should watch for signs and
expect possible delays.
INTERSTATE
77
(CARROLL COUNTY)
INTERSTATE
77
BRIDGE HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS – Due to
bridge painting, several
height restrictions will be in
place along I-77 north and
southbound beginning late
January. Maximum height
allowed is 14’6” at the following bridges over I-77 at
the mile marker locations of
10.5 and 7. Overheight vehicles will need to be rerouted. Message boards will be in
place. Painting is scheduled
to be completed by March
2022.
I-77 PAVING OPERATIONS – Weather permitting, crews will be performing paving operations along
Interstate 77 between mile
marker 24 and 0. Right and
left lane closures may be in
place along northbound and
southbound lanes during
nighttime hours, 7 p.m. to
6 a.m. Drivers should watch
for moving vehicles and
equipment. Expect possible
delays.
I-77 BRIDGE DECK
REPAIRS – Weather permitting, crews will repair
bridge decks on Interstate
77. Right and left lane
closures may be in place
northbound or southbound
during nighttime hours, 9
p.m. to 5 a.m. the following morning. Drivers should
watch for signs and expect
possible delays.
I-77 LANE & RAMP
CLOSURES FOR MAINTENANCE
OPERATIONS IN CARROLL
COUNTY– Weather permitting, crews will be milling, paving and performing maintenance along
Interstate 77. Right and
left lane closures will be in
place along northbound
and southbound lanes during nighttime hours. Drivers should expect possible
delays.
MOWING, BRUSH
REMOVAL & SHOULDER WORK – Weather
permitting, crews will remove and clear brush and
work on shoulders and
slopes along I-77 northbound and southbound
from mile marker 17 to 14
during nighttime hours, 7
p.m. to 7 a.m. the following
morning. A left lane closure
will be in place.
ROANOKE CITY
13th STREET SE IMPROVEMENTS WITH
DETOUR – A project to
improve a portion of 13th
Street SE in Roanoke is underway. Located in a residential neighborhood just
east of downtown Roanoke,
this project will improve
traﬃc ﬂow and connectivity
along 13th Street SE from
Tazewell Avenue to Norfolk
Avenue. The project entails
reconstructing about 0.2mile of 13th Street as an
improved, two-lane roadway
with 10.5-foot-wide travel
lane and a raised median.

A new roadway will extend
13th Street to Norfolk Avenue and the intersection at
13th Street and Wise Avenue will be reconﬁgured to
include a roundabout. Bike
lanes, sidewalks, crosswalks
and curb and gutter will also
be added. Southbound 13th
Street traﬃc has a detour in
place using Norfolk Avenue
onto 12th Street to Tazewell Avenue. This detour
will be in place throughout
the duration of this project. Signs will be posted to
designate the detour route.
Northbound 13th Street
will remain open to traﬃc.
Flaggers may be possible and
the speed limit through the
work zone is 25 mph. The
project is expected to be
completed in summer 2023.
ROANOKE COUNTY
ROUTE 760 (DIUGUIDS LANE) BRIDGE
REPLACEMENT & DETOUR – A project to replace the Route 760 (Diuguids Lane) bridge over the
Roanoke River is underway.
The bridge is located at
the Salem city limits near
Route 760’s intersection
with Route 639 (West Riverside Drive). Typical work
hours are expected to be
Monday through Saturday
during daytime hours with
occasional work on Sunday.
During construction, traﬃc
will be detoured for 45 days
starting in late January or
early February 2022. Signs
will be posted two weeks in
advance of the road closure.
The traﬃc detour will be removed by March 31, 2022.
Drivers will use Mill Lane or
West Riverside Drive to detour and return to Diuguids
Lane. Flagging operations
may be in place periodically
and occasional night work
is possible. Drivers can expect short-term lane closures
with ﬂaggers controlling
traﬃc on West Riverside
Drive periodically. Access
to Green Hill Park, private
entrances and businesses will
be maintained at all times.
Completion is expected late
spring 2022.
ROUTE 220 SLOPE
REPAIRS
IN
ROANOKE COUNTY NEAR
CROSSBOW
CIRCLE
INTERSECTION – Work
to repair a slope along
southbound Route 220
just south of its intersection
with Route 1290 (Crossbow
Circle) in Roanoke County
has begun. Heavy rains in
recent years have caused
debris and soil along this
slope to move. Drivers can
expect short-term lane closures with ﬂaggers directing
traﬃc on Crossbow Circle
when construction equipment is being moved into
the site. A shoulder closure
along southbound Route
220 will be installed in the
months ahead as work progresses. Weather permitting,
the project is expected to be
completed January 2022.
BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY CLOSURE – The
Blue Ridge Parkway will
be repairing slope failures.

Detour signs to detour trafﬁc around the Bent Mountain section of the Parkway
will be in place. Traﬃc will
be rerouted to Route 220
south to Route 419 north
to Route 221 south. Traﬃc
traveling north on the Parkway would be reversed. The
detour is expected to be in
place through spring 2022.
BEDFORD COUNTY
ROUTE 460 S-CURVE
REALIGNMENT – Work
has begun to realign 1.4
miles of the eastbound lanes
of Route 460 in Bedford
County near Montvale,
about eight miles west of
Bedford and approximately
2.3 miles east of Montvale.
Westbound Route 460 is
reduced to one lane. Drivers
can expect the speed limit
in both directions of Route
460 to be reduced to 45
mph in the work zone. In
addition, there will be alternating long-term, single lane
closures on westbound and
eastbound Route 460. Message boards will be posted
to alert drivers of upcoming
lane closures and traﬃc pattern changes. Completion is
expected in Summer 2022.
JANUARY 2022 TRAFFIC SWITCH: Weather
permitting, a new traﬃc
pattern will begin in midJanuary on Route 460
near Montvale in Bedford
County as crews continue
working on the road improvement project. Route
460 eastbound traﬃc will be
shifted into the newly constructed outside eastbound
lane to improve safety by
permanently eliminating the
“S” curves in the area. Route
460 Westbound traﬃc will
continue to be reduced to
one lane with a median barrier in place.
In addition, the Route
726 (Wilkerson Mill Road)
intersection with eastbound
Route 460 will also be closed.
Drivers on Wilkerson Mill
Road will be detoured to use
Route 692 (Quarterwood
Road) to access eastbound
or westbound Route 460.
This change will aﬀect Misty
Ridge residents.
ROUTE 715 BRIDGE
REPLACEMENT – A
bridge replacement project
over Norfolk Southern Railroad has closed Route 715
(Lowry Road). The bridge is
located 0.085 mile south of
Norfolk Southern Railroad
to 0.048 mile north of Norfolk Southern Railroad on
Route 715. Message boards
will alert drivers. This replacement will change the
current single lane steel and
wooden bridge to a two-lane
concrete bridge. A detour
will be in place. Travelers
will use Route 671 (Timber
Ridge Road) to Route 221
(Forrest Road). The detour
will remain in place until
project completion which is
scheduled for Fall 2022.
ROUTE 122 UTILITY
WORK - MMI will be installing ﬁber optic along 122
from the Franklin County
line to the Town of Bedford
line and Route 460 east-

Funding
Auctions

For Sale - Misc

PUBLIC NOTICE

FOR SALE

The contents of the
listed unit will be sold
at Public Auction
January 7, 2022
at 11am at
1st Security
Self Storage 5
Midway Plaza Dr.
Christiansburg, VA.
D061 E82 F18 F41
1st Security reserves
the right to refuse
any bid. Terms:
CASH OR CREDIT
CARD AT SALE.

Unprinted end rolls of
newsprint. Great for
packing & shipping, moving
& storage and for art
projects. Various sizes
available. Stop by the
Salem Times-Register 1633
West Main St. or call
(540)389-9355 for details.

ADVERTISE!

To place your ad,
call 389-9355

MAKE AN
“A”
IN ADVERTISING!

Help Wanted General
Part Time
Newspaper
Production Help
The Salem TimesRegister
has openings for
afternoon/evening shift
work inserting, labeling
and bundling newspapers
for delivery. No
experience necessary.
Hours may vary. Will train.
$7.50 per hour. Contact
Lynn Hurst, General
Manager, Salem-Times
Register (540)389-9355
or email
lhurst@ourvalley.org

Send community news and photos
to communitynews@ourvalley.org

versity are also included
in the proposed budget,
which includes $20 million
for renovation of instructional and study spaces in
the McConnell Library
and additional upgrades to
infrastructure across campus.
Environmental sustainability eﬀorts are also funded in the proposed budget, with $11.2 million in
funding that “would allow
Radford University to proceed with innovative sustainability projects, moving the university toward
its commitment of net
carbon neutrality by 2040”
according tot he university
announcement.
“This includes plans to
install a combined heat
and power facility (CHP)
to self-generate electricity
and steam heat,” it states.
“The move comes as the
university seeks to reduce
green- house gas (GHG)
emissions through increase
energy eﬃciency. The CHP
facility will reduce risks of
rising energy costs, elec-

bound from the Town of
Bedford to Alum Springs
Road. This work will be
ongoing. Motorists should
expect shoulder or lane closures for travel in both directions. Intermittent slow rolls
will be required for periods
lasting no longer than 15
minutes.
ROUTE 622 BRIDGE
REPLACEMENT – Work
to replace the bridge over
the Norfolk Southern Railway on Route 622 (Everett
Road) is underway. The
bridge is closed. The closure
is located 0.48 mile north of
Route 1329 (West Crossing
Drive) and 1.06 miles south
of Route 646 (Gladden Circle). Since work is over the
railway, strict requirements
require work be stopped for
passage of trains during work
hours for safety purposes.
A signed detour will be in
place. Drivers traveling from
the south end of the bridge
will use Route 811 (Thomas
Jeﬀerson Road) to Route
221 South (Forest Road) to
Route 646 (Gladden Circle)
to Route 622 (Everett Road)
Drivers traveling north will
use Route 646 (Gladden
Circle) to Route 221 North
(Forest Road) to Route 811
(Thomas Jeﬀerson Road)
back to Route 622 (Everett
Road). The road is scheduled to be closed until May
2022.
ROUTE 122 BRIDGE
REPLACEMENT OVER
BIG OTTER RIVER Construction is underway
for a bridge replacement on
Route 122 over Big Otter
River. The bridge is located
from 0.232 mile south of
the intersection at Route
640 to 0.072 mile north of
the intersection at Route
640. Drivers can expect
both lanes of traﬃc to remain open during most of
the bridge’s construction.
Occasional short-term lane
closures with ﬂagging operations may be in place to construct portions of the new
bridge. The completion date
is scheduled for June 2022.
BOTETOURT COUNTY
ROUTE 817 (OLD
RAIL ROAD) BRIDGE
WORK – Old Rail Road in
Oriskany is closed for repairs
to the bridge ovcr Craig’s
Creek, the McCallister Truss
Bridge. The bridge is located
0.60 miles from Route 704
(Branchwater Road) and
0.20 miles from Route 770
(Edlo Lane). The bridge
will be closed during daytime hours, 8 a.m. through
5 p.m., Monday through
Thursday. All traﬃc between
8 a.m. and 5 p.m. will use
the Edlo Ford. Signs have
been posted to alert drivers.
Estimated time for completion February 2022.
CARROLL COUNTY
ROUTE 58W Bridge
Replacement - Work has begun to replace the bridge on
Route 58W over Crooked
Creek is underway. The
bridge is located between
the intersections with Route

822 (Fieldview Road) and
Route 887 (Glendale Road).
Initially, the project will focus on constructing crossovers between the abovementioned
intersections
with intermittent and temporary single lane closures
in place. These crossovers are
temporary during the bridge
replacement with single
lanes in each direction until
the end of the project. Once
the crossovers are complete,
Route 58W will be temporarily detoured through
the left lane of Route 58E,
limiting travel in each direction to a single lane. A right
lane closure will be in place
traveling westbound and
a left lane closure traveling
eastbound. The project is
scheduled to be completed
in December 2022.
CRAIG COUNTY
None at this time.

FLOYD COUNTY
ROUTE 8 UTILITY
WORK - MMI will be installing ﬁber optic along
Route 8 (from the Montgomery County line to the
Town of Floyd line). This
work will be ongoing. Motorists should expect shoulder or lane closures for travel
in both directions. Intermittent lane closures will be required for periods lasting no
longer than 15 minutes.

FRANKLIN COUNTY
ROUTE 613 CLOSURE FOR CULVERT
REPLACEMENT - Eﬀective January 3 at 8 a.m., a
section of Route 602 (Ferrum Mountain Road) will
be closed for a box culvert
installation. The structure
is located 0.40 miles from
Route 752 (Sawmill Road)
and 0.40 miles from Route
640 (Six Mile Post Road).
The road is scheduled to be
completed on February 4,
2022 at 5 p.m.
ROUTE
122
at
ROUTE 636 ROUNDABOUT – This project is
currently underway to construct a roundabout. The
project begins from 0.161
mile south of Route 636 to
0.090 mile south of Route
636. There will be periodic
ﬂagging between 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. and possibly after
6 p.m. The scheduled completion date is May 2022.
ROUTE 834 SAFETY
IMPROVEMENTS
Construction is underway
on Route 834 (Brooks Mill
Road) from Route 670
(Burnt Chimney Road) to
Route 616 (Scruggs Road)
for safety improvements to
include widening shoulders, adding rumble strips
and guardrail as well as
removing trees and brush
to improve sight distance.
Flagging operations will
be in place from 7 a.m. to
5 p.m., Monday through
Friday. Work will be scheduled to avoid impacting
morning or afternoon trafﬁc at nearby Dudley Elementary School. The estimated completion date is
May 2022.

from page 1

tric grid disruption and
enhances energy reliability
while providing the university with redundancy of
critical systems.”
The Virginia Department of Energy has praised
the eﬀorts of Radford University and other agencies
for sustainability eﬀorts.
“This is another success
story for our Energy Savings Performance Contracting program. The
Trane Energy Solutions
and Radford University
initiative, including CHP,
is a bold strategy that sets
this project apart from the
long list of projects already
contributing to the over $1
billion in energy savings
achieved here in the Commonwealth,” said Virginia
Energy Director John Warren. “Their commitment
to energy eﬃciency and
sustainability is to be celebrated as Radford University joins a growing community of agencies and
education facilities seeking
to reduce their impact on
the grid.”

The General Assembly
will consider and take action on Northam’s proposed budget during the
2022 session beginning in
January, and the budget
passed by the General Assembly will then head to
Governor Youngkin for his
review.
“On behalf our students, faculty, staﬀ, and
alumni, I share our deep
appreciation to Governor
Northam for including
allocations for Radford
University initiatives in
his proposed budget,” said
Lepre. “I look forward to
continuing to work with
the General Assembly and
the gubernatorial administration to advocate on behalf of current and future
Highlanders. With almost
53,000 Radford University
alumni who live and work
in the Commonwealth of
Virginia, this support will
help us continue to provide
educational opportunities
and help build a workforce
pipeline for many years to
come.”
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Radford Sports
Blacksburg downs William Byrd

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Blacksburg 6-5 center Owen Walters drives to the hole in Tuesday’s 76-65
tournament win over William Byrd. Walters finished with 21 points.

Matthew Joyce led Blacksburg with 27 points but also played a big role in shutting
down Byrd’s shooters in the Northside Invitational.

Top local sports stories for 2021: Auburn
volleyball team of decade with another state title
Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org
Christiansburg
High
School won 10 games this
past fall on the football ﬁeld,
and Auburn High School
claimed another state volleyball championship enroute
to 70-plus straight wins.
COVID continued to
take its toll on local sports
including several recreation
seasons, and Blacksburg is
looking for another football
coach after the school’s second straight winless season.
Virginia Tech gave up on
the Justin Fuente era and
ﬁred its head football coach.
These were just a few of the
headlines in local sports this
past year.
The Virginia Tech move
was expected, and Athletics Director Whit Babcock
moved quickly to hire a defensive assistant from Penn
State, defensive coordinator
Brent Pry, who is no stranger to Blacksburg after serving as a graduate assistant
under former-Coach Frank
Beamer from 1995-97.
Pry, who is only 51 years
old, is a 30-year coaching
veteran. He has played an
instrumental role in coaching top-10 defenses at Penn
State, Vanderbilt, Georgia
Southern, and Western
Carolina. Since his promotion to defensive coordinator in 2016, the Nittany
Lions have posted three seasons with 11 wins and four
seasons with nine or more
victories. He helped the Nittany Lions to the 2016 Big
Ten Championship after defeating No.-6 Wisconsin in
that conference’s championship game.
Pry was a 2021 Broyles
Award nominee for the
top assistant coach in the
country as the Nittany Lions ranked fourth nationally in Red Zone defense
(66.7%), seventh in scoring
defense (16.8 ppg), eighth
in defensive pass eﬃciency
(111.98), and held their
opponents to 4.7 yards per
play. Under Pry’s direction
in 2020, Penn State ranked
third in the Big Ten in total
defense (328.8 ypg), good
for 17th nationally, second
in pass defense (198.6 ypg),
second in tackles for loss
(6.7 per game) and fourth
in rush defense (130.2 ypg).
His defense has the unwritten belief instilled in
him during those early years
in Blacksburg with their
own “lunchbox” mentality.

Auburn High School has
showed that volleyball greatness runs through Riner. For
its continued winning streak
of state championships,
Auburn has been named
a News Messenger/News
Journal Team of the Decade. The school joins the
Radford High School boys’
basketball team with such
an honor.
Auburn claimed its third
straight state title at the Salem Civic Center by taking
down Riverheads in three
sets 25-8, 25-10 25-9 and
stretching their state record unbeaten streak to 74
matches.
The individual statistics
were also pretty impressive.
Auburn’s Allyson Martin
had 20 kills, 12 digs, three
assists, and two aces; Anna
McGuire add 34 assists,
four digs, and two aces; Avery Zuckerwar ﬁnished with
10 kills and eight digs; Madeline Lavergne had 11 kills,
12 digs, and four aces while
Stacy Lewis added 11 digs.
Madison Ketterer collected
10 digs, and Emma Vance
had two kills, two digs, and
a block.
The hardware was never
in doubt as Riverheads never got closer to Riner than
15 points in the second set.
For Coach Sherry Millirons, winning has come
in bunches. The three-peat
matches her ﬁrst run at
Auburn when the Eagles
won the 2012, 2013, and
2014 state titles. Now, the
new stretch includes 2019,
2020, and 2021. The 2020
championship was played
this past spring because of
COVID.
Thus, Auburn’s players
have been going since February.
“The Streak – we discussed the record in September when we broke the
record then we didn’t talk
about it,” Millirons said.
“We prepare for our next
match every day in practice. I never used a winning
streak to motivate the team.”
The longtime coach said
she was thrilled for the girls’
winning this year’s state title.
“They have worked hard. In
the oﬀ-season, they play,
travel, and attend camps.
During the season, we go
hard every day. We practice
two hours a day and lift/
condition for 45ish after
practice. So, it is great when
hard work pays oﬀ,” the
head coach said.
Millirons became a

Auburn High School continued its dominance this fall with another state volleyball championship.

FILE PHOTO

rookie coach in word only
In Christiansburg, Coach he took over the football rolled to 10 wins and a state
in 2019 when she returned Alex Wilkens has his eye set program ﬁve years ago. This playoﬀ appearance before
to the bench. The “second” on the high mark ever since season, the Blue Demons losing to Lord Botetourt.
ﬁrst team had six seniors,
and when they were allowed
back in the gym in July
2020, there were plenty of
new faces.
“Our Spring of 2021
season was unlike anything
we have ever experienced,”
Millirons said. “We did our
best to do the right thing and
keep each other safe,while
having COVID out there
that could end our season
at any time. This season felt
normal. The girls went to
school every day, they went
to Homecoming, and we
had fans at our matches. I
am so happy the team got a
season that felt normal.”
Y
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might stay here for a long
time.
Millirons has now become the winningest coach
in western Virginia and possibly the state.
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2022 opens
new doors in
sports world
From the
Sidelines
Marty
Gordon

Instead
In
t d off looking
l kin
back, we need to look
forward to the new year
for sports.
Virginia Tech has a
new football coach and
maybe a new direction.
Christiansburg
High
School has reached new
heights in football and
plans to stay there while
Blacksburg High looks
to a new chapter.
Blacksburg needs to
make a major splash in
hiring a new coach in
order to build from the
ground up. The current
football foundation has
a crack in several levels
from recreation to high
school.
At Virginia Tech, the
2022 schedule is favorable, and the Hokies
could squeak out eight
wins with its toughest
opponents coming in
the form of N.C. State,
Miami, and West Virginia, which will travel
to Lane Stadium for
the ﬁrst time in almost
10 years. Games on the
road at Old Dominion
and Liberty could post
trap games for the Hokies.
But new coach Brent
Pry seems to have the
program rebooted and
headed in a better direction. Fans need to be patient and remember the
learning curve is usually the ﬁrst two years.
Justin Fuente was not
given that opportunity
as his ﬁrst two teams in
Blacksburg were loaded
with talent.
Pry will have to turn
to transfers thanks to
the portal and recruiting
sleepers. He has the right
people in place to ﬁnally
take back the commonwealth and keep some of
the home-grown players
here.
Predictions:
Another run into the
Super Regionals for the
Virginia Tech softball
team. The Hokies re-

turn a lot of players and
should follow up this
past year with another
good time.
It’s time for the Tech
baseball team to take
that next big leap, jumping into the top six of
the ACC as youngsters
gained a lot of experience this past year.
Meanwhile at Radford University, the softball team should also
take the next step under a new coach and be
competitive in the Big
South Conference.
The
Washington
football team, formerly
known as the Redskins,
will become the Warriors and keep the “W”
as its logo.
Christiansburg High
School will gain some
major new faces as the
Tech coaching staﬀ
brings several athletes to
the area.
Radford High School
will make another run
for a state basketball
title, but Coach Rick
Cormany will move to a
slower-tempo oﬀense as
the younger players will
have to grow up quickly.
For the ﬁrst year in a
decade, someone besides
a Southeastern Conference team will win a
national football championship.
The New York Mets
will make a lot of noise
this coming season and
will be one win away
from a World Series appearance. The New York
Yankees will ﬁnally win
another World Series
trophy.
Liberty quarterback
Malik Willis will be
drafted by the Pittsburgh
Steelers and be groomed
to replace Big Ben.
Several countries will
opt out of the upcoming
Winter Olympics with
the United States sending a very limited team
of athletes.
COVID’s disruption
of sports will ﬁnally
stop as we head into the
spring, but winter sports
will continue to battle
the pandemic with consideration to cancel
March Madness once
again.

PHOTO COURTESY OF RU ATHLETICS

Twins Grace and Margaret Gleason bring a strong sense of family to the Radford University women’s lacrosse
team.

Twin power on RU’s lacrosse ﬁeld
As the Radford University women’s lacrosse program enters its seventh season, Grace and Margaret
Gleason own nearly eight percent of
the recorded career oﬀensive records.
The two sisters both rank in the
top 10 in career points and shots.
Grace holds spots in the top 10 for
career goals, draw controls, free position goals, and man-up goals. Margaret ranks number ﬁve in career assists, and her 15 assists in 2021 is the
sixth-highest total in school history.
When the Gleason sisters were
asked about these accomplishments,
though, it was clear that while the
stats are great and can help to inform
the story of two sisters whose bond
extends onto the ﬁeld, it is far from
the whole story.
The story of the Gleason sisters
is, in a way, the story of the Radford
Highlander lacrosse program: It’s a
family thing.
The Gleason sisters grew up in
the Nashville suburb of Brentwood,
Tenn., and played their high school
lacrosse at Ravenwood High School.
For them, sports – and success in
sports – runs in the family. Five
Gleason siblings play or have played
college sports: their sister Nicole
played lacrosse at Marquette and
their brothers Kevin and Jack played
lacrosse at Augustana and football at
the Air Force Academy, respectively.
Their dad, Kevin, played football at
Southern Illinois University. Kevin
often jokes with his sisters about the
perceived physicality of the women’s
game, knowing full well that women’s lacrosse is just as, if not more,

physically taxing, fast-paced, and exciting as the men’s game.
The Gleason sisters’ connection
to Radford began with their time
in high school. Grace’s best friend
in high school was fellow Radford
lacrosse standout Katie Bendrick.
That trio was preceded at Radford by
another former Ravenwood teammate, Megan Hawken, who started
60 games for the Highlanders – ﬁfth
most in program history – from
2017-2020.
The 2021 Radford Women’s Lacrosse season was a landmark one.
For the ﬁrst time ever, the Highlanders not only had a winning record in conference play at 4-2 but
went to the Big South Tournament
as the three –seed and knocked oﬀ
the number-two seeded Campbell
Camels, 15-14. The win was the ﬁrst
in program history over Campbell
and gave the Highlanders a chance
to play for a Big South title against
perennial-favorite High Point (who
has won six of eight contested conference tournaments).
The Hollywood version of this tale
includes a miraculous, triumphant
upset victory for the underdog. But
this isn’t Hollywood and losing to a
program like High Point does not
make a season a failure. Quite the
contrary, for two big reasons.
First, that Radford was even in the
game was nothing short of extraordinary. For a program in its sixth year
of existence to show that growth and
make it to that moment is a testament to the character of the players
and coaches who got it there.

Second, that’s not where this story
ends.
When Grace and Margaret were
asked what’s next for Radford and
where this program can go from
here, they didn’t hesitate.
“The conference championship
game, again,” Grace said.
Margaret said, “We know the feeling of being at the bottom because
when we were 0-9, we didn’t think
we were going to make the conference championship, but also going
and beating Campbell by one, that
was one of the best moments in our
program ever, so we know what it’s
like to be on top as well.”
Getting back to the Big South
title game would in all likelihood
involve another date with High
Point. As Margaret says, “It helps
us build as a team. Our schedule
is tough, but at the end of the day,
it makes our team more competitive, and I think it makes our team
closer, too.”
Margaret said that while the
2022 squad is very young, that
doesn’t mean they don’t get along or
that upperclassmen and underclassmen won’t be friends. “The culture
of being close with everyone, having the same respect for everyone,
being weird – our team is so weird,
and that’s what makes our team so
close – is that we can be like that
with each other because everyone
will be so comfortable with each
other.”
Grace said, “We win together, we
lose together, and no matter what
we do it together.”

Remember:
December 7: Pearl Harbor Day
January 6: U.S. Capitol Day
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PHOTO COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS

This past year was one for the memory books at Virginia Tech as the softball team played in the NCAA Super
Regionals.

Looking back on Hokie softball in 2021
Send community
news and photos to
communitynews
@ourvalley.org

The softball program defeated
UCLA in the ﬁrst game of the
NCAA Super Regional this past
spring which served as the program’s
Moment of Celebration.
After making it out of the Tempe
Regional as an unseeded team, Virginia Tech softball took down No.-2
UCLA 7-2 to go up 1-0 in its NCAA
Super Regional.
The Hokies (37-13) handed the
Bruins (44-5) just their ﬁfth loss
of the season and ﬁrst of the 2021
NCAA Tournament behind Keely
Rochard’s (29-8) three-hitter. The
junior took a perfect game into the
ﬁfth inning and closed out Thursday’s win after allowing just two runs
to the 2019 national champions.
Tech had another monster outing
at the plate, putting up seven runs
on 11 hits and handing Bruins’ star
pitcher Rachel Garcia (16-1) her
ﬁrst loss of the season. Kelsey Bennett started the Hokies’ night with a
two-run triple in the top of the ﬁrst

and they never looked back. Freshman Cameron Fagan led the team
with three hits and tied Bennett with
a game-high two runs batted in.
After Kelsey Brown and Fagan
led the game oﬀ with two inﬁeld
singles, Bennett crushed a ball into
right-center ﬁeld and legged out her
third triple of the season. Given a
2-0 lead, Rochard came out dealing,
striking out the ﬁrst six UCLA batters and retiring 13 Bruins in a row
to start the game.
The Hokies struck again in the
top of the fourth inning when
Fagan hit a single into left ﬁeld with
the bases loaded, scoring Darby
Trull and Emma Ritter. Tech would
make it a 5-0 ball game in the top of
the ﬁfth after Addy Greene singled
into right ﬁeld with two on, scoring Jayme Bailey. Mackenzie Lawter got hit by a pitch with the bases
loaded later in the inning and the
Hokies held a 6-0 lead.
The Bruins were able to break

through in the bottom of the ﬁfth
and score two runs but that’s all they
could scrape oﬀ Rochard. Brown
drove in an insurance run for Tech in
the top of the seventh inning from
an RBI single before Rochard closed
out the win in the bottom half.
NOTES:
• Rochard recorded 12 strikeouts Thursday night, her
15th double-digit strikeout
game of the season.
• Three Hokies had multi-hit
games Thursday, led by
Fagan’s three. Brown and
Bennett each had two hits in
Game 1.
• Five of the Hokies’ seven runs
batted in came with two outs,
including Bennett’s two-run
triple and Fagan’s two-run
single.
• Hokie lead-oﬀ hitters went 5
for 7 Thursday and Tech only
had one inning without a
baserunner (he sixth).

